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BRECON  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
1947. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg.  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the 
Sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Borough  of  Brecon  for  the  year  1947. 

The  arrangement  of  the  report  is  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  contained  in  Circular  170/47  (Wales) 
issued  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

Section  1.  General  and  Vital  Statistics. 


Stati stical  Summary  fo r the  year  1947 (. 


Area 2868  acres  • 

Population  ( Census , 1951)  5332. 

Population  (estimated  at  Midsummer ,1947 ) 4621, 

Number  of  inhabited  houses' 1567, 


Live  Births- 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000 

Legitimate 

41 

60 

101 

21.8 

Illegitimate 

2 

0 

2 

0.5 

43 

60 

103 

22.3 

Still  Births. 
Deaths  from  all 

2 

1 

3 

0.60 

causes. 

39 

37 

76 

16.4 

Maternal  Deaths.-*  Nil. 

Deaths  under  1 y^ar. 

All  infants 9.  Rate  per  1000'  live  births. ..... .87, 

Legitimate  infants. . . .8. 


Deaths  from'  special  cause s.- 

Infectious  disease.. 2. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 1. 

Other  tuberculous  disease........ Nil. 

Cancer, 8, 


Area. 

The  Borough  of  Brecon, which  has  an  area  of  2868  acres,  is  a 
County  Town  of  a shire  of  it's  own  name , containing  the  County 
Offices  of  various  government  departments  and  a large  Military  Camp 
and  Barracks.  The  town  consists  of  the  parishes  of  St.John's  and 
St. Mary's  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Usk, these  parishes  being 
divided  by  the  Honddu  stream; and  of  the  parish  of  St.David's  known 
as  St.David's  Within  and  also, more  familiarly  as  Llanfaes, which 
lies  south  of  the  river  Usk  and  eastward  of  the  confluence  of  the 
Tarell  stream  with  that  river. 

The  two  parts  of  the  town ‘are  connected  by  an  ancient  stone  bridge 
over  the  Usk.  * 

The  town  is  agricultural  In  nature 'arid "farming ' is  the  predominant 
occupation  in  the  surrounding  districts. 

Population.  Census  1931. ...... 5332.  " , , 

1939.  1940.  1941.  1942.  1943,  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 

5130.  5498.  5877.  5431.-  5149.  4926.  4618.  4629.  4621. 
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The  above  figures  are  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  figures 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  the  civilian  population. 
It  would  appear  that  the  population  has  dropped  considerably 
since  the  last  census  was  taken  and  the  figure  for  the  year  unde** 
review- (4621) -shows  a slight  decrease  over  the  preceding  yoar- 
(4629) . 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  1567  giving  an 
average  number  of  2.9  persons  per  house. 


BIRTHS. 


Males . 

Females. 

Total . 

Rate 

1938. . 

. .10.7 

1939. . 

1940 . . 

. . . .52 

.108. . . . 

. .19.7 

1941. . 

• •••••••  • 

• • • • # • • • • • 

• 0 91 • • t « 

..17.2 

19  2. . 

* 

.104, . . . 

. .19.1 

1943;. 

AO 

••91##*# 

..17.6 

1944. . 

* 

• »»••••••••••#  -L  t • • • 

....  41 ...... 

. • 92. . . . 

..18.7 

1945,. 

#•#••••••*»»  m • ')  9 • • • • 

• • • « Oil  •••••• 

..73.... 

..15.8 

1946.. 

• ••»••••••  e • • • Ol  • • • » 

.106. ... 

1 947. . 

- 43 

.103,. .. 

..22.3 

England  & Wales, 1947 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for 
was  higher  than  the  average  for  the  whole 


the  year  under  review 
of  England  and  "Vales. 


DEATHS. 

After  taking  into  account  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 
transferable  deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered  amongst 
residents  of  the  Borough  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rato . 

1938 

1939. . 

. . .16.0 

1 949 

44. . . . 

....  46 ... . 

. . .16.3 

1 941  : 

. 71 

. . .12.0 

1 9 2 # • ♦ • • » • • » • 

' n n ' 

» • • • • ■-  J J a # • • 

•••#29*#*# 

...12,5 

1943; 

• • .11. 2 

1944 

35.  . .. 

.. ..77... . 

1 9451 

1 946  t 

1 947 

39«_, . . 

England  & Wales  1947,. 

The  deathrate  for  1947  was  therefore  higher  than  the  average  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


Males.  Females.  Total.  Rato. 

1938..  . 0.7 

1939.  . 0.7 

1940.  2 .0 2 0.3 

1941..  0. .2. 2. 0.3 

1942 2 0 2 0,3 

1943.. ...  . . .0. 5* 5 0.9 

1944.  .............  ,1. ..  1. 2.  ....  .0 ,4 

1945 1..... ...«,1 ....... ..2 0.4 

1946. 2 2 4 0.86 

1947 2. 1 3 0.60 

England  & 'rales  1947. .........0.50 


3/- 
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#lhe  stillbirth  .rate  was  higher  that  the  average  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  •Tales, 

IN?ANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  age.  The  rate  is  calculated  per 
1000  live  births. 

Males,  Females.  Totals  Bate . 


1938. . . , 
1939.  .. . 


1940 2. 

*L  J — -A-  •••»••••»  • * • /»*••*■< -J  m 

1942..... ...le 


1943. 

1944. 

1945. 
1943. 
1947, 


O o v u O * O 


i; 


r e o 9 ' 


«.  t . . . 2 „ 
try  • 

• o i»  • • « u o 

,,3, 


England  & Wales  1947., 


t • « • KJ  q • < © • • 

O M 4 O C .... 

n 

o « » i)  0 5 . .... 


c r p..U&».e.  o 
.eocU...... 


90.9 

..........  ...  30  o 3 

■ o5o . ...... 4o . 

. .5. . .... ....55. 

. v 1 o ..... . « • • 9.6 , 

..1. 10.9 

.,7 76. 

• o3cpo. ......  41 • 

^ a? 

».  -C,n«  ...  . ...O  / . 

o.9, ... . . ....87. 

41. 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1947  is  higher  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  'T.los. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Deaths • 
Cause . 


Males,  o .'39,  Females, , .37, 
Males.  Females. 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System. 

Influenza. 

Ac.  poliomyelitis 

Cancer  Stomach, 

Cancer  Breast. 

Cancer  other  sites 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions.. 

Heart  Disease 

Other  disease  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pheumonia 

Ulcer  Stomach 

Appendicitis „ 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth , 

Birth  Injuries  etc 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents.,.,......, 

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes 


.1. 
.0. 
.0. 
.1. 
.0. 
.5. 
.4. 
12. 
.1. 
.0. 
.1. 
.1. 
.0. 
.1, 
.1. 
. 1. 
e 2 ® 
.1, 


3 


.0. 

.1. 

.1. 

.0. 
.1. 
.1, 
.8. 
.8. 
.1. 
.3. 
.1. 
.0. 
.1. 
• 3o 
.0. 
.2. 
. 3<> 
.0, 
.0. 
.1. 
.2. 


The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  new 
Abridged  List  of  Causes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
and  cancer  in  recent  years. 


1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 


Cancer, 

. . . 9’.  . . 
..12. . . 
. . .9.  . . 
. .13. . . 
. . .6.  . . 
..15... 
. . .9. . . 
. .14.. . 
.. .8. . . 


Tuberculosis. 

.......1. 

. .9. 

7. 

4. 

1. 

.......  2, 

.......  3. 


1. 
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ILLEGITIMACY . . . 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as 

belonging  to  Borough  residents  during  1917  amounted  to  2. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  . . . 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  which 

could  be  attributed  to  childbirth. 

SECTION  8.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES . 

Public  Health  Officers.  There  was  no  change  in  the  public  health 

officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Mr. S. Jinks  remained  as  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year  laboratory  facilities  were 

available  at  Cardiff , Newport , Carmarthen. 

Swansea , Aberystwyth  and  Brecon. All  water  samples  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  the  County  at  Carmarthen  whilst  any 
investigation  required  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  was 
performed  by  the  Public  Health . Laboratory  at  Cardiff*. 

All  the  milk  sampling  was  performed  by  the  National  Milk  Testing 
and  Advisory  Laboratory  at  Brecon  whilst  the  Brecon  War  Memorial 
Hospital  made  use  of  the  Beck  Laboratory, Swansea. The  Cardiff 
laboratory  was  used  for  the  examination  of  milk  for  the  presence 
of  tuberculosis. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  There  was  no  change  in  the  arrangements 

existing  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons 

in  the  district. Mo tor  ambulances  are  maintained  by  Merthyr  Borough 
which  convey  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  to  Merthyr 
Isolation  Hospital. T.'.e  St.John’s  An.bulance  Association  meet  the 
need  of  the  other  patients  requiring  removal  to  hospital. 

Home  Nursing.  The  arrangements  made  by  various  district  nursing 
- associations  render  the  services  of  a trained 
nurse  available  for  any  family  in  the  district  on  payment  of  a 
small  contribution. Such  provision  deserves  every  encouragement 
and  support. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

- Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics, 

administered  by  the  County  Council, are  held  regularly . at  the 
Wot ton  Chapel  Schoolroom. Ante -natal  clinics  and  facilities  for  . 
the' treatment  of  minor  ailments , dental  and  eye  defects , orthopaedic 
defects  are  available  at  the  County  Health  Of f ices. These  are  also 

administered  by  the  County  Council,  , ^ 

In  addition  clinics  are  held  by  me 

at  the  County  Health  Offices, in  the  morning  of  each  4th.  Friday 
in  the  month, for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria. 


Hospitals.  The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  Borough, 
for  all  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease, are 
provided  by  the  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital. This  is  a small  but 
excellent  voluntary  hospital  where  the  patients  are  treated  very 
well  by  local  general  practitioners. A staff  of  visiting  consultants 


is  also  available.  ^ ^ ^ .. 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  infectious. disease 

remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years. Merthyr  Borough  C ,uncil  treat 
the  patients  from  the  Borough  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and 
these  are  conveyed  to  Merthyr  in  ambulances  maintained  by  Merthyr 
B : rough  Council. These  arrangements  are  proving  oxtromely  satisfactory, 
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For  the  treatment  of  cases  of  smallpox  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  C unty  Council  with  Abordaro  for  beds  at  the 
Fedw-  Hir  Hospital. 

Disinfection.  In  the  main  the  methods  used  for  any  disinfection 

required  .have  been  fumigation  and  spraying. A modem 
steam  disinfector  would  be  of  groat  use  tc  the  district. 

Occasional  use  if  made  of  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the 
Public  Institution  and  the  Barracks. 

SECTION  5.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

These  services  are 

administered  by  the  C unty  Council  and  include  clinics  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare , dental  treatment , orthopaedic  treatment, 
visual  defects  and  expectant  mothers.  Provision  is  also  made  for 
free  and  cheap  rate  milk  and  medicinal  foods. The  supervision  of 
midwives, child  life  protection  and  the  care  of  premature  and 
illegitimate  infants  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council. 

SECTION  4.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supply.  The  Brecon  Borough  water  supply  is  taken  from  a 

stream  which  originates  on  the  Brecon  Beaccns.lt  is 
then  conveyed  to  a large  open  storage  reservoir  and  then  through 
slow  sand  filters  to  a small  clear  water  chambers. Aft or  this  the 
water  is  chlorinated. 

Throughout  the  year  the  water  was  fairly  adequate 
as  regards  quantity  although  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
supplying- the  upper  reaches  of  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  examined 
bacteriologically .The  results  indicated  that, whilst  the  final 
water  after  chlorination  and  as  consumed  in  the  Borough  could  be 
classified  as  excellent , the  water  before  treatment  could  only  be 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory.  It  is  essential  that  the  depth  of  the 
sand  in  the  filters  should  not  be  allowed  to  drop  below  a very 
minimum  of  IB  inches. 

No  chemical  examination  of  the  water  was  made. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  any  plumbo- solvent  action  by  the  water. 
All  the  houses  in  the  Borough, with  the  exception  of  17  of  those 
on  the  extreme  borders, have  a tapped  supply  to  the  house. The  17 
others  have  their  own  private  supplies. 

The  Borough  Council  has  under  consideration  a now 
scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  town. This  invloves  the 
building  of  a large  reservoir  at  a higher  level  and  the  treatment 
of  this  water  by  a battery  of  high  pressure  filters. 

This  new  water  scheme  would  be  a great  benefit  to 
the  town  which  could  then  be  developed  as  a holiday  and 
residential  centrs.lt  would  also  provide  the  town  with  an  adequate 
supply  of  wholesome  water  without  having  to  rely  upon  chlorination 
which  is  not  altogether  a safe  process. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage . The  sewage  in  the  Borough  is  treated  by 

means  of  intermittent  downward  filtration 
and  the  effluent  finally  passes  intc  the  river  Usk. 

Tho  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection 
with  drainage  work... 52. 


Closet  Accommodation,  The  number  of  houses  within  the  Borough 

unconnected  with  the  sewerage  system  was 


31. 

Number  of  notices  served  for  the  provision  of  Vf.C 1. 

Number  of  notices  complied  with. .....I. 


Public  Cleansing.  There  was  n ^ change  in  the  methods  adopted  for 

the  weekly  collection  and  disposal  of  house 
refuse, this  work  being  done  by  the  Council  employees  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Surveyor. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping, the  use  of 
the  incinerator  being  discontinued. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

area  was  undertaken  by  the 

Sanitary  Inspector, Mr. S. Jinks this  juncture  I must  state  that 
I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  figures  and  details 
of  his  work  contained  in  this  report. This  information  has 
provided  most  useful  in  the  preparation  of  this  roport. 

The  following  summary  gives  information  relating  to  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Nuisances. 


Number  of  complaints  received............... ......176 

Number  of  complaints  investigated. 176 

Number  of  premises  inspected 253 

Number  of  premises  revisited.. .232 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 123 

for  (a)  Structural  defects 78 

(b)  3 '.nitary  defects 45 

(c)  Foul  conditions .....0 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served..., 81 

Result  of  notices  served „ 

Number  completed. 98 

Number  in  hand  of  builder 25 


Number  and  Type  of  nuisances  abated  by  service  of  notice • 

Dampness-26 ; Defective  eaves  troughing  and  downspout s-4; Defective 
internal  plastering-7; Defective  -roof s-11; Defective  floors-3; 
Defective  windows-2; Defective  W.C.pans  and  cisterns-27 jDefoctivo 
firpplaces  and  ovens-5;Dof ective  drains-15; Defective  stairs-2. 
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* There  has  been  great  difficulty  during  the  year  in  carrying  out 
repairs  owing  to  the  limited  supply  of  building  materials. dm 
present  repair  work  is  mainly  of  a”patching”  nature  and  it  is  h.p-jd 
that  a greater  supply  of  material  will  soon  be  available  for  the 
repair  of  domestic  property  to  prevent  decent  property 
deteriorating. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  f the 

houses  in  the  district  are  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  control  under  byelaws  made  und;r  Section  6 
of  the  II  using  Act, 1936. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 


The  numbe3?  of  common  lodging  houses 
registero  d in  the  district  remained  the 
same  as  in  the  Previous  year, namely  one, The  premises  was  visite  . 
on  15  occasions  by  the  sanitary  inspector  and, generally  speaking 
it  was  found  to  be  conducted  satisfaclP rily.Ono  notioe  was 
served  for  structural  alterations. 


Licensed  Premises. 

— NmnbGr  of  liconsod  premises 

Number  of  visits  to  such  premises *44 


Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of 
sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  proper  . 
washing  facilities  in  licensed  premises.  There  was  a certain 
difficulty  to  carry  out  these  improvements  owing  to  shortages 
of  building  labour  and  materials* 

Details:  Provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities" 

Doc. 1947  Doc.1946 


Number  of  promises 

with  separate  sanitary 

16..., 

Number  of  premises 

without  separate  sanitary 

Number  of  premises 
Number  of  promises 

.. .13. 

wi  on  proper  wa  oiixiig  lai/iu.  1,10  o.  # . . . 

without  proper  washing  facilities. 12* . . 

Shops. 

The  number  of  shops  in  the  district... .....147 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. .. oo 

Number  of  notices  served 4 
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Factories, 

The  number  of  factories  on' the  register 08, 

Number  of  inspections  mcla* ....... . .49 

Number  of  notices  served 

Number  of  notices  complied  with .....1 

Number  of  certificates  of  adequate  means  of 

escape  in  case  of  fire 2 


Camping  Sites.  There  is  ofie  recognised  camping  sit©  in  the 

district  which  is  mainly  used  during  the 
Statutory  fairs  of  May  and  November 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Steps  taken  to  combat  infestation. 


Any  premises  found  as  a result  of  inspection  or  complaint  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  is  treated  with  D.D.T. 
preparations  which  have  been  found  to  be  very  successful*. 


Number  of  premises  inspected*.;. 
Number  of  promises  disinfested. ° 


a f t fo  v ft 


14 

15 


Cleansinp;  of  verminous  persons.  One  person  was  removed  on  the 
Order  of  the  Brecon  Court  to  the  Boo  fan  Public  Institution  for 
the  cleansing  of  the  person  and  clothing,, 


Rodent  Control.  One  full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  who 
works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

From  January  1st.  to  30th.  August  R.I.  Pritchard 

w September  1st.  to  31st.  December — W.E.  Bond 
.During  the  operation  of  the  Private  Dwellings  Scheme 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  whereby  private  dwellings  were  treated 
free  of  charge  co-operation  from  householders  was  very  good, 
and  the  whole  district  has  been  surveyed  and  infested  premises 
treated . 


• Summary  of  inspections  and  treatment. 


Number- of  premises  inspected....... 1008 

'Number  of  premises  found  infested... 179 


Number  of  premises  treated  (excluding  re  treatments) 117 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during  the  year 2665 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  since  commencement 8986 


Details  of  treatment. 

Trade 
Premise s 

Private 

Promises 

Municipal 

Promises 

Number  of  Major  Infestations 

20 

2 

2 

Number  of  Minor  Infestations 

30 

58 

5 

Total  number  treated 

50 

GO 

7 • 

Total  number  of  re treatments 

33 

22 

10 

Estimated  Kill 

IV  03 

262 

535 

Bodies  recovered 

349 

43 

535 

Infestations  cleared 

41 

59 

6 

Number  reduced  to  minor 

9 

1 

1 

Number  for  retreatments 

9 

1 

1 

Sewer  Treatment.  During  the  year  two  maintenance  treatments 
were  carried  out.  Details  are  given  below 
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2nd . Mo int ennn  ce  3rd • Mo int onancc 

Treatment  Treatment 


Number  of  manholes 

160 

161 

.Number  of  manholes  baited 

64 

147 

rTotnl  pro bait  takes 

25 

28 

No  pro bait  takes 

39 

119 

Total  poison  takes 

25 

28 

No  poison  takes 

39 

119 

Number  of  bodies  found 

0 

0 

Estimated  kill 

85 

80 

Number  of  trays  used 

10 

rr 

Legal  Proceedings.  Details  of  the  lega 

.1  proce 

o dings  undertaken  by 

the  Council  during 

the  yea 

r are  to  be  found 

under  cleansing  of  verminous  premises. 


SECTION  5.  HOUSING.  There  Is  a definite  need  and  demand  for 

housing  accomodation  in  the  district.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  apart  from  the  normal  residents  of  the 
B 'rough  the  demand  is  increased  due  to  the  fact  that  the  town  is 
a military  and  an  administrative  centre  for  many  bodies f 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  during 


■the  year  were  : - ' 


By  private  enterprise 7 

Numbe  r completed 1 

By  the  Borough  Council 64 

Number  completed  and  occupied 6 


The  t 

houses  under  construction, 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer 


Borough  Council  have  allocated  the 
Twenty  of  them  were  allocated,  on 
of  Heal th  and  Sanitarv 


64 

the 


Inspector  to  applicants  living  in  the  worst  houses  in  the  Borough 
and  97$  of  the  remainder  to  applicants  with  no  separate  housing 


accommodation* 


The  completion  of  the  Council  houses  was 
seriously  delayed  owing  to  the  severe  weather  of  the  early  months 
of  the  yea.r,  It  is  hoped  that  during  1946  all  the  houses  will  be 
completed  and  that  the  Council  can  carry  on  with  the  development 
of  their  second  housing  site. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  housing  application 


list  showed  the  following  details  : - 

Total  number  of  applicants 259 

Number  of  applicants  without  separate  accommodation ..103 

Number  of  applicants  living  in  overcrowded  conditions.. 37 

Number  of  applicants  tenanting  unfit  houses 69 


Number  of  applications  from  T.3.  patients  or  contacts 6 

Number  of  applications  from  ex-servicemen ..148 

Details  of  housing  inspections  by  the 


San i t ar y Inspect o r we  re  : - 

Number  of  house  to  house  inspections 267 

Number  of  visits  to  Council  houses 171 


SECTION  6.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


Milk. 

Number  of  registered  cowkooporsduring  the  year ...9 

Number  of  wholesale  producers 4 

Number  of  producer  retailers 5 

Number  of  retailers  only 1 

Number  of  retailers  from  surrounding  district ' 3 


1.  Tubercul in  To st od ‘Milk 

Number  of  producer 'retailers  in  Borough «1 

2.  Accredited  Milk 

Number  of"  producer  retailers  in  Borough 1 

Number  of  wholesale  producers  in  Borough. . .1 

3.  Pasteurised  Milk 

Number  of  retailors  only  in  Bore  ugh 1 
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Record  of  Inspections  and  Milk  Tasting . 

Number  of  inspections  to  cowsheds  and  dairios 54 

Number  of  notices  served 15 


Milk  sampling  in  the  Borough  is  carried  rut  under  the  NationaJ  Milk 
Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme.  Under  this  scheme  an  attempt  is  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  sample  each  retailer’s  milk  every  twe 
weeks.  Wholesale  milk  is  tested  at  the  creameries.  The  laboratory 
functioning  under  this  scheme  is  situated  at  Brecon. 

Under  this  scheme  nilk  is  graded  into  the  following  categories  : - 


Category  A Good  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  B Doubtful  keeping  quality  milk. 

Category  C Poor  keeping  quality  milk. 


Number  of  sample s taken. 

Retailers  TBy  Sanitary  Inspector).. 


209.... 99 yj  of  possible. 


Result  of  samples 


Samples  in  Category  A 

Samp3.es  in  Category  B 

Samples  in  Category  C... 


Retailers 


Number.  ' Percentage. 


16  7 79.9 0 

24  11.50 

18  8.60 


Details  of 'results 


1.  Retai 

lers 

Results . 

2.  Monthly  Percenta 

go  ? 

esults. 

Retailers . 

Category^ 

Month. 

Categ 

ory% 

A. 

B.  C. 

A. 

B. 

C . 

_ 1. 

26 

1 0 

January 

24 

0 

0 

2. 

20 

4 2 

February 

16 

0 

0 

J 5 . 

20 

2 5 

March 

15 

0 

1 

‘ S.  9 

14 

9 5 

April 

12 

2 

1 

5. 

21 

1 0 

May 

11 

3 

2 

6 . 

19 

2 5 

Juno 

8 

7 

1 

7. 

23 

4 0 

July 

10 

7 

7 

8. 

24 

1 1 

August 

9 

4 

4 

September 

14 

0 

2 

October 

16 

0 

0 

November 

11 

1 

0 

December 

21 

0 

0 

Total 

167 

24  18 

Total 

167  2 

4 

18 

It  will  be  noted 
milk  deteriates 

from  the  above  hew  the  keeping  quality 
in  the  summer  months. 

of 

the 

Sampl inn 

for 

the 

presence 

of  tuberculosis. 

Ei 

examinat 

ght 

ion 

(8) 

for 

samples  w 
the  prose 

ere  taken  from  milk 
nee  of  tuberculosis. 

producers  for 
All  samples  showed 

no  presence  of  tuberculosis. 


Removal  from  Register  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

'Two  Retailers  have  been  summoned  before  the~Comm.it tee  under 
Section  22  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1938  to  shew  cause  why  their 
names  should  not  be  removed  from  the  register.  One  retailer,  was 
summoned  because  of  a dirty  unsuitable  vehicle  for  the  distribution 
of  milk  and  the  other  for  a dirty  cowshed  and  disrepair  in  cowsheds. 
The  result  Was 

1.  First  Retailer  Provided  new  van. 

2.  Second  Retailor Repairs  in  hands  of  local  builders  and 

new  appliances  ordered. 
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Mont  Tho  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughtering  point  and  the  Wholesale 
Meat  Supply  Association  Depot  are  situated  at  the  Brecon 
Borough  slaughterhouse.  Meat  from  this  point  is  supplied  to  the 
^istricts  of  the  Borough  Council,  Hay  U.D.C.  and  Brecon  R.D.C. 

Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouse  by  Sanitary  Inspector ...  432 

a.  Moat  condemned.  Cattle.  Other  animals. 

Tuberculosis 2358  lbs.  lO.lbe. 

Other  diseases 9159  lbs.  4986  lbs. 

b.  Other  foods  condemned.  Number  of  tins 310 

Number  of  pounds 1880 


c.  Carcases  inspected  and  Carcases 

condemned. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pi£s. 

Number  killed  and  inspected.  498 

1201 

7727 

23 

Dressed  Carcases  Inspected. 

- 

0 

2 

42 

1 

Reason  for  condemnation. 

1.  Diseases  other  than  T.B. 

a. Whole  carcases  condemned. 

13 

11 

34 

0 

b. Part  carcases  condemned. 

c.  Percentage  o.f  carcases' 

27 

3 

27 

1 

.condemned. 

7.8 

1.2 

0.8 

4.  2 

2.  Tuberculosis  only. 

a.  Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

0 

0 

0 

b.  Part  carcases  condemned 

13 

0 

0 

1 

c.  Percentage  of  carcases 

condemned 

3.2 

0 

0 

4.2 

d.  Casualties,  killed,  and  inspected. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 68 

Percentage  of  total  killing..  14 

28 

2.3 

240 

3.1 

7 

29.2 

Whole  carcases  condemned 10 

5 

27 

0 

Part  carcases  condemned 15 

Percentage  of  carcases 

4 

27 

2 

condemned...  36 

.8 

32. 

22.5 

22.6 

The  casualty  figures  indicat 

e that 

1.  It  is  important  to  have  a centralised  slaughterhouse  in  a 

producing  area  for  a good  perci 

entago 

of  sound 

meat  for 

the 

general  public  is  saved  by  the  quick  slaughter  of  casualties. 
2.  The  higher  percentage  of  condemnation  indicates  tho  nood  for 
keen  inspection. 


Detailed  Causes  for  condemnation  other  than  tuberculosis. 


Disease  Animals  wholly  or  partly  condemned. 

Cattle'.  gal' wsT~  Shee  p . Pigs. 

Emaciation 6 0 9 0 

ctinomycosis 10  0 0 

Abscess 7 2 2 0 

Bone  Taint 4 0 0 0 
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Dropsical  and  fevered.... 
Broken  Pones  and  bruising 

Septic  metritis. 

Decomposition 

Moribund 

Immaturity 

Joint  ill  and  Navel  ill.. 

Melanosis 

Jaundice . . . 


Cattle . 
4 

17 

1 

0 

0 

, 0 
, 0 
, 0 
, 0 


Calves. 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

A 

nc 

3 

1 

0 


Sheep. 

21 

13 

0 

1 

11 

2 

0 

0 

2 


0 

\r  ' 1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Condormat ion  of  offal. 


Approximately  3,000  lbs.  of  offal  wore 
condemned  owing  to  liver  fluke  or  hydatid  cysts 


Approximately  80 # of  the  condemnation  was  due  to  liver  fluke 
infestation. 


Other  Foods.  , . v 

Food  Preparation  Bo  oris  (including  bakehouses ) 


Number  of  bakehouses 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Number  of  notices  served. 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

Number  of  producer  retailers 

Number  of  retailers  only..... 

Number  of  now  registrations  in.  the  year 
Number  of  inspections  made 


12 

39 

.2 


.17 

.13 

.12 

125 


Ba cteriologiaal  Grading  of  Ice, 


Cream. 


Samples  of  icecream  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  a form  of 
Methylene  Blue  Test  as  adapted  for  icecream. Sample s were tafc,n y 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  testing  was  carried  out  at  uhe  Brecon 
Laboratory  who  also  carried  out  an  investigation  on 
bacteriological  grading  of  icecream. In  addition  uo  uhe  orlimry 
weekly  sample  from  each  manufacturer  for  methyiene  blue  examine t!  , 
four  samples  from  different  manufacturers  each  we ek. The So  latter 
sample swe re  examine*  separately  for  methylene . blue  reduction; 
bacterial  count  and  presence  of  coliform organisms.^ 
investigation  of  the  icecream  produced  m the  Borough  could  ncu 
have  been  undertaken  if  it  had  not  boon  for  the  kind  and  activ 
co-operation  of  the  Brecon  Lab. 


Grad inn  of  icecream. 

The  following  are  the  grades  of  icecream 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction 

;;  51 

It  tt  »» 

it  ;i  ” 


4-|  hrs. 

2-|  to  4 hrs 
| to  2 hrs 
6 hrs. 


Grade 

tt 

n 

51 


1 

2 

5 

4 


Grading  of  samples  taken. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken ( including  quadruplicate 

Number  of  icecream  mixtures  sampled 97 * 

Results  of  these  samples  as  shown 


samples)  151 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 


Number 

29 

10 

18 

40 


Approx.# 

30 

10 

19 

41 


Ro  c ommendod  # 

')  80" 

) 

20 

0 
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Grading  of  samples  from  each  manufacturer 


Code 

Number 

_JL 

__2 

_3 

4 

t 1 

20 

. 3 

2 

6 

9 

2 

20 

16 

1 

2 

1 

3 

17 

1 

2 

0 14 

4 

17 

3 

1 

7 

6 

5 

13 

5 

2 

1 

7 

6 

7 

0 

2 

2 

3 

Comparison  of  Mo thy lone 

Blue 

and 

Coliforrn  Te 

sts 

Methylene  Blue 

Samples 

absent 

1ml. 

1/10 

1/100 

1/1000 

Reduction  at 

370c 

4-|  hrs 

14 

8 

1 

1 

0 

4 

2J-  to  4hrs 
f to  2hrs 

18 

1 

0 

4 

5 

8 

13 

3 

2 

0 

7 

1 

0 hrs 

27 

0 

0 

0 

2 

25 

72 

12 

3 

5 

14 

38 

Above  table  nay  show  poor  coronation  between  methylene 
blue  and  cc3l  iform  tests  in  Grade  1 results  but  also  signifies  the 
excessive  presence  of  coliforrn  in  poorer  samples. 

Investigations. 

•~A  number  of  investigations  wore  curried  out 


whore  results  were  poor,; - 

Number  of  rinsings  of  equipment  taken  7 

* "•  swabs  n ” 7 

Number  of  samples  of  water  4 

Number  of  samples  of  materials  used  3 


Number  of  samples  of  icecream  mixture  during  processing  7 
Comments. 

Though  it  may  appear  from  the  tablo  dealing  with  comparison 
of  methylene  blue  and  coliforrn  tests  that  the  coronation  is 
not  good  it  is  a far  better  guide  to  compare  the  results  obtained 
with  methods  of  manufacture . The  manufacturers, employ  the  *hot  mix1 
method  and  the  manufacturing  takes  place  in  the  premises  from 
which  the  article  io  retailed.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
the  necessary  equipment  some  improvisation  has  had  to  be  resorted 
to,  particularly  with  the  methods  of  cooling.lt  is  felt  that  with 
proper  equipment  and  care  it  is  possible  to  produce  a bactorially 
clean  commodity.  The  Borough  Council  have  resolved  to  require  all 
manufacturer^  of  icecream  to  provide  suitable  and  properly 
operated  equipment  by  the  next  season  or  the  necessary  action  v/ill 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  of  icecream. 

Preserved  Food  Premises ; 

Number  of  promises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 


sausages  and  preserved  food.. 9. 

Number  of  inspections  made,... 1E3. 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish"  Shop's . 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops .3, 

Number  of  fish  shops .5. 

Number  of  inspections  made, .49. 


I 
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SUCTI °N  7.  AND  CONTROL  OB  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE J 


Tho  following  number  of  oases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  were 
•reported  to  me  during  the  year 

Scarlet  Fever { 

Diphtheria 

0 » • 0 9 • • 

lo 

2. 

"Vhooping  Cough 2. 

Tho  cases  admitted  to  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital  jer^  _ 
four  cases  of  scarlet  fever, one  case  of  diphtheria, two  cases  of  measles 
and  two  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis. The  case  of  diphtn^rm. 


Measles 

Puerperal  pyrexia. : • : • 1 

cute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis, 


occurred  in  a non-immunised  adult. The  two  cases  of  acuto  anterior 
poliomyelitis  occurred  in  adults, ono  proved , fatal, whiust^thv  other 


made  good  recovery. No  other  death  was  caused  by  a notifiable 
Sections  disease. The  above  figures  refer  to  civilian  cases  only. 

Number  of  cases  investigated  by  sanitary  inspector. . ........  .16 . 

Number  of  disinfections  including  those  required  lor 
tuberculosis • * 


.19. 


nonoT.poi  Disease.  The  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

° General&Eye  Hospital,  Swansea,  for  the  treatment 
of  these^fcases.  The  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following  up  of 
defaulters  is  the  responsibility  of  tho  County  Council. 


Tuberculosis.  The  following  details _ show  the  position  as  regards 
““  tuberculosis  in  recent  years. 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  commencement  of  year, 

Number  of  fresh  cases  added  during  the  year - 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  recovered........ 

Numbor  of  cases  removed  as  loft  the  district ■ 

Number  of  deaths  in  year 

Number  cases  left  on  register  at  the  end  oi  year . 


,39 

.7 

,.l 

.1 

.1 

,43 


The  number  of  notifications  in  recent  years  is  shown  below; 

1943,  1944.  1945.  1946  g_ 


1939. 


1940.  19  41.  1942. 


1947. 


9. 


10. 


14. 


7. 


12. 


11. 


12, 


10. 


7. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  tho  allowance 


scheme . 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  During  the  year  tho  monthly-clinics  hold  for 


the  purpose  of  immunising  children. against 
diphtheria  were  continued.  The  place  and  date  of  these  clinics  were 
nriv^r-ti  sed  in  the  local  press  and  also  parents  were  advised  m thu. 
prlsftto?  c'hildron  should  have  a third  injection  when  they  reach 
school  age.  Continual  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  County  Counci 
Health  Visitors  to  get  as  many  children  as  possible  immunise  . 

Tp a response  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory  but  the  proportion  of 
ohiidren°attending  for  the  third  injection,  as  mentioned  above 
should  be  considerably  higher. 

Number  of  children  whoj£i.Qjog^^  nnllT~BO  of  i™^sati£S 

at  any_  time  up  to  51st.  Decenber_^_1947. 

Age  at  51.12.47.  Under  1.  1 - 5’9,  10-15* 


1. 


71.  131. 


24. 


Number  immunised.  0.  47.  43.  68. 

Under  5.  5-15.  Third  Injection, 


Number  immunised  during  the  year, 


66. 


4 


13 


15/ 


Brecon  Borough  Council 


It  must  be  pointed  out  that  individual  record  cards  for  children 
have  only  boon  kept  since  1st.  July,  1013,  and  therefore  the  above 
figures  only  show  those  children  actually  immunised  by  mo  since 
that  date,  i have  no  individual  records  of  children  immunised 
before  t ha t date. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  immunising  in  the  under 
five  year  group  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number  of  children  born  in  1942 „ , . . . „ .104 

Number  of  these  children  immunised  since  lulylst.  1943. 64 

Number  of  children  born  in  1943,. 91 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me 71 

Number  of  children  born  in  19440 . . 02 

Number  of  those  children  since  immunised  by  me 68 

Number  of  children  born  in  19450*.. *.73 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  ' y no 43 

Number  of  children  born  in  1946 « . 106 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me. 47 

Number  of  children  born  in  1947 103 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me 0 


As  previously  mentioned' there  was  1 case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
Borough  during  th«?  year,  No  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease 
during  the  year. 


In  preparation  of  this  report,  I have  endeavoured  to  deal  briefly 
with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public  health 
and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  all  the  subjects 
specifically  asked  for  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.C.R.  George, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


